
 

Home learning 
 
Children learn by exploring, repetition, chatting and doing! To help them make connections and embed 
their learning, it is great for them to do things at home with their family as part of their learning 
journey. Your partnership is crucial, and we aim to make activities and suggestions fun, clear and 
manageable within family life. 
 
Home learning is given out on Thursdays electronically via our Weekly Update and handed in on 
Wednesdays.  
 

Typical week of home learning 
Daily (5 times a week): 
- Sounds and common exception words practice through games (2 mins) 
- Listening and supporting your child read a decodable or supplementary book (5 mins) 
 
Once a week:  
A practical home learning activity e.g. sorting household items or drawing a map (15 mins) 

 

Reading books 
Changed once a week on Thursdays until parent readers are trained. Then whichever day their 
parent reader is in to volunteer. Your child will receive 5 books a week as follows: 
 

 



 
 
We appreciate your feedback in the Reading Journal on how your child is finding reading. It will 
remain our professional judgement as to what supplementary books your child may be given. You 
are always free to share other books you would like at home beyond our school selection. Please help 
your child develop a love of reading for its own sake, rather than focusing on coloured bands. 
 
Reading tips:  

- try and read when they are not too tired; a little every day really helps embed their learning 

- start with sound splat or common exception word splat 

- try spotting recent sounds or words they have been learning in the text 

- To help keep the flow you may want to segment words they find hard for them to blend 

- If you know a word is not fully decodable e.g. ‘laugh’, say “oh this has a tricky part, it sounds 
like ‘l-ar-f’ and then let them blend it. 

- Tell them all the things they managed to do: “You knew so many sounds! You found ‘the’ on 
every page! Well done for using a special voice for the characters!” 

 

 

Please may we ask that you keep these books in your child’s bag each day along with 
their reading journal so that we can see daily comments and change books if needed.  
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Number formation rhymes 
 

Around and round and 
round we go, 

When we get home we 
have a zero. 

0 
 

Start at the top and 
down we run, 

That’s the way we 
make a one. 

1 

A candy cane and a 
shoe,  

That’s how we make a 
two 

2 
 

Around the tree and 
around the tree, 

That’s the way we 
make a three. 

3 
 

Down and across, down 
some more 

That’s how we 
make a four. 

4 
 

Down and around and 
a flag on high 

That’s how we make a 
five. 

5 
 

Down we go and make 
a loop, 

Number six makes a 
hoop. 

6 
 

Across the sky and 
down from heaven, 
That’s the way we 

make a seven. 

7 
 

Make an ‘s’ and do 
not wait 

When it’s joined up 
you have an eight. 

8 
 

 Make a loop and then 
a line, 

That’s the way we 
make a nine.  
9 

 

 
 

Please see Department for Education website for a copy of the ‘New Development Matters’, which 
offers a top-level view of how children develop and learn for all early years practitioners. 
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