
Key Facts and Knowledge

‘Carnival of the Animals‘ is a musical suite.

Composed by the French composer, Camille Saint-Saens.

There are 14 pieces in the suite, each representing a different animal.

‘The Swan’, played on the cello, is a famous piece from the suite. 

Here are some animals that feature in the suite. 

Links to prior learning

and next steps:

Y3 Animal Magic 1

Y3 Painting with Sound

Links to other subjects:

English

Vocabulary

orchestra

tempo

dynamics

structure

suite

Animal Magic 2
Music Y3

Events and extra curricular

Christmas Concerts

Community Carols

White Hart Lane

Key skills

Listening & Singing: 

Tiger Tango

Saint-Saens: ‘Carnival of 

the Animals’

Composing: 

Compose a piece of music 

for an animal.

Performing: 

Sing songs with actions together 

as a class. 

Characteristics of effective musician

I can… listen and comment on music using some musical words; name instrument sounds; 

present ideas to a team; work as part of a team; perform composition to the class.

Saint-Saens

1835 - 1921


